


she wanted to create a non-prout organ-
zation focused on teaching literacy to help
people get their GEDs, But the school has
expanded to include much more. Now
the center helps students learn reading,

math and science. It teaches Enghsh to

people who speak other languages. And
there are programs that prep participants
to start college or enter the work force.

“It was sort of my calling, you know?”
Fleschute said while discussing the school.
“I wish people could understand how
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their own in and out of the classroom.
‘We were doing great things from the

getgo,” she said, “But we had students
come in struggling to decide whether to

eat that week or pay their rent. I'm not
lqddmg !

To help students handle problemb at
lmme, CLC hired a social worker in 1999,

. Fleschute said that office has been impor-
tant to people who are the typical btl:ldCIltS:

-at the school, “mostly moms and da
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a regional education agency, and its.
Southeast Professmt_l‘tl Dcvelopment

Center in Lancaster.

“The CLC is on the verge of growing -
from a small agency to a medium-size

agency,” said | Wagner. “This is a time in my
life where I'm ready to tackle the chal-

lenge. We want us to grow anid get better

at what we do.”
Wagner would like to see the school

 focus on helping students ‘enter the job
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the excitement, 7 she sm_d_“And when stu--
dents got up there at graduation and
talked about the changes they have made

in their lives, it is just so moving. It’s been
rewarding and exciting. -

“It was a hard dECISan for me. Th]f. 18
the most rewarding thing T've ever done,” .
she added, “I don’t think I could have
done anything more important.” 8
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