they admit to—who hnm vghlfl_t'tha
real numbers are?) In viewing the
report that | mentioned In last

week's column, one readlly sees a

host of underperforming kids who
somehow managed—In spite of not
being able to read—to make it to a
higher grade (mostly 8"); at which
point, they turn 16 and quit school.

Then, these self-same kids
become adults with no job skills,
and seemingly no future; save
pethaps Jall. For many of our city's
kids, jail Is becoming Increasingly,

the potential career path. A recent

nationwide study finds that 1 in
every 100 Amerlcans Is in jail and
Pennsylvania leads the way in the
Northeast.

Buching the trend

In an imposing old stone school
bullding at the corner of Frankford
and Semerset there are somae folks
deaply committed to education.
Not only does this building still serve
an educational purpose; housing
Head Start, as well as the Willard
Elementary School-Somerset Annex
and the Community Women's
Education Project, it Is also home

Ispent some tlf!'!gE last weelk with
CLC Asspciate Director Carol Miller
and Leigh Anne Scarborough who is
an adult basic education teacher:

‘and also trained as.a teacher of

English for speakers of other

languages. In addition to the site

at Frankford and Somerset CLC also
works within the Mann Older Adult
Center at 5 and Allegheny, the
Maria de los Santos Health Center
and another site in Center City at
1617 IFK Blvd. :
Carol has a wealth of stories about
her experience within the adult
educatlon field, personal and
emotional. In listening to some of

‘the more poignant anecdotes of the

adult students—as related by Carol—
"I want to be able to'read to my
grandechildren;” or, *l need you to
help me understand percentages,
so that | can understand my bills,”
it becomes readily apparent that
there are a lot of people out there
thirsting for knowledge.

CLC takes a holistlc approach to
what it Is they do—and obviously do
well=not only in the preparation and
presentation of their lesson plans
but also the reward/diversion
aspect as embodied in the field trips
that are organized for their students,
The students visit places like the

our neighborhood and go largely
unnoticed for the most part. We
tend to not notice our cammunity
gems like the CLC and others; what
we notice are the drop-outs, the kids
wandering lost and at cross
purposes,

It would be nice if we could
educate our children while they were
chiidren and not have to expend the
effort when they are adults. There
will always be those adults—newly
arrived citizens and speakers of
another language—who need to use
these services which CLC provides;
but for crying out loud: why don't we

educate our kids when they are

kids?

And there is no way that anyone
can convince me that there (s no
correlation between the lack of
education in this country and the
fact that 1 in every 100 Americans
Is in jall. A tip of the Oneyedjack
cap to the folks at the Community
Learning Center over hare in the
neighborhood., And by the way,
Carol and stafl are always I&u'klng
for volunteers for administrative
support, readers, writers and
storytellers; come on down and help
out.
www.communityleaimingcenter.org
or 215 426-7940,



