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Fins, flippers. and fun!

A Fabulous field trip to the Adventure Aquarium

On the clear and very cold
morning of President’s Day, stu-
dents and staff from Community
Learning Center (CLC), an
adult literacy program serving
North Philadelphia, traveled
from Kensington to Camden {p
visit the Adventure Aquarium.

One hundred students, their
family members, friends, and
CLC staff visited the aguarium
for the day. The aquarium was
crowded with hundreds and
hundreds of visitors. Equipped
with booklets containing a scav-
enger hunt and other education-
al activities relating to the
aquarium’s sea life, CLC stu-
dents merged with the great
streams of people and “schools™
of students and navigated their
way through the aquarium by
“dead reckoning” of overhead
signs or by charting their course
using a map.

The students viewed a wide
variety of marine life from
graceful gray and white
stingrays to green moray eels
hiding in coral and translucent
seahorses racing around the far
turn of the seaweeds. The stu-
dents saw spiny crabs resting
among the rocks and eerie
bluish-white jellyfish undulating
in dark water. Beautiful tropical
fish of varied shapes and bril-
liant neon colors, some with
elongated fins, swam in and out

of the coral to the delight of the
students. “Beautiful!” one
_ attendee remarked.

In the long shark tunnel, stu-
dents stopped and looked at the
sharks swimming above or
alongside them. The sharks
were so close that their sharp,
triangular teeth were clearly
visible. On the other side of the

tunnel, an aquarium staff mem-
ber talked to a mesmerized
audience about tiger and great
white sharks. Behind her, mov-
ing in the two-story Shark
Realm, were dozens of sharks.
Some in the distance were iden-
tified by the unmistakable shape
of a dorsal fin. Noticing the
“Swim with the Sharks” sign, a
few brave students speculated
about joining them for a swim.
Missing was John Williams’s
famous score from the movie
Jaws;
from the movie and its sequels
was prominently displayed
nearby.

Children scrambled to reach
the small dogfish sharks and
southern stingrays slowly cir-
cling in the shallow touch tank,
leaning over to touch the fish
with just two fingers, under the
watchful eyes of an aguarium
staff member. Just thrilled,
many students liked the sharks
the best. Students also walked
by “Irazu Falls,” relaxed by the
soothing sounds of the rainfor-
est waterfall, and strolled along
the beach spotting the darting
pipefish, They journeyed to the
West African River exhibit to
see the two enormous Nile hip-
pos, Genny and Button, as exot-
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CLC student Evelyn Stevenson and her grandchildren.
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Family members joined CLC adult learners on thaftrlp to
the Adventure Aquarlum.

CLC student Cellinette Olmo with daughters and niece

Aquarium, and CLC students

happily looked forward to visit-
ing the aquarium again, One
student spoke for many, “I had

fun today!” This trip is just one

of several fabulous field trips
that CLC sponsors each year.
Founded in 1987 with just 67
adult learners, Community
Learning Center now enrolls
more than 300 annually in its



